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Figure 1. ECG monitor demonstrating a rapid, irregular, wide QRS complex tachycardia. There is significant beat-to-beat variation
in the width and amplitudes of the QRS complexes. The axis is leftward and constant. Significant motion artifact is noted in leads
I and II.
[Ann Emerg Med. 2016;68:92.]

A 20-year-old man without significant medical history presented to the emergency department with palpitations
associated with weakness and dizziness during the past several hours. He denied chest pain, dyspnea, loss of consciousness,
or other significant complaints. His only medication was clarithromycin for recent bronchitis; he denied illicit substance
use. His blood pressure was 112/81 mm Hg, and pulse rate on the monitor was approximately 220 beats/min, with a wide
complex rhythm. A 12-lead ECG was obtained (Figure 1).
For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 105.
To view the entire collection of ECG of the Month, visit www.annemergmed.com
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